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Celebrating Life
Baptisms
Congratulations to the following who
were baptized recently:

 Ellodie Grace Boxberger,
daughter of Dolan & Sarah
Boxberger.
 Ian Lawrence Dressman,
son of Nicholas Dressman
& Andrea O’Brien.
 Blakely Scott Begnoche,
daughter of Derek & Jaci
Begnoche.
 Lincoln Reece Thayer, son
of Keith & Amara Thayer.

Anniversaries
Congratulations to those celebrating
anniversaries this month! Help us

January 2017
honor marriage in our parish!
office with your anniversary!
















Contact the parish

Alan & Haley Dreith (1 year)
Hardy & Elizabeth Johnson (7 years)
Ryan & Natalie Lackey (7 years)
Adam & Hanna Zerr (7 years)
John & Elizabeth Huggard (8 years)
Jason & Christine Smith (15 years)
Ethan & Pamela Erickson (17 years)
Chris Spooner & Kari Morgan (24 years)
Clancy & Jill Holeman (35 years)
John & Pamela Bambara (38 years)
Lee & Jill Howerton (47 years)
Alexander & Karen Walczak (49 years)
Tom & Janee Roche (51 years)
George & Alice Ham (53 years)

Rest In Peace
In your prayers, please remember the following
who have passed away recently:

 Shirley Rainsberger, sister of Fran
Walsh.
 Carmen Hauser.
 Bonnie Huerter, sister-in-law of Bill &
Sandy Mathewson.

Faith Formation
Faith Sharing Groups
Intro to Theo of Body—Sunday 9:35-10:20 a.m. Zimmerman
Except on K of C Breakfast weekends Beginning 1/8
Sunday Scriptures—Sundays 9:30-10:15 a.m. Ed Wing
Children Welcome. Louis & Amy Meng (537-0087)
US Catechism—Mondays 9:30-11:00 a.m. – Zimmerman
Beginning 1/9
Men’s Bible Study—Thursdays 7:00-8:15 p.m. Room B
Unlocking the Mysteries of the Bible Beginning 1/12
From Conflict to Communion—Wednesdays 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Peace Lutheran & STM (resuming 1/11)

Pre- School
Religious Education
Jan 1
Jan 8
Jan 15
Jan 22
Jan 29

NO PK Classes
NO PK Classes
PK Classes
PK Classes
PK Classes

K-6
Religious Education
Jan 4
Jan 11
Jan 18
Jan 25
Feb 1
Feb 4

2

NO K-6 Classes
Family Faith Formation Night
K-6 Classes
K-6 Classes
2nd Grade Parent Meeting (Rm A)
K-6 Classes
First Reconciliation

Grade Parent Meeting will be held during your
child’s Religious Education Session in Room A on
January 25. Parents will be making First
Reconciliation Sashes. If you cannot attend, please
contact Sherry Watts as soon as possible. First
Reconciliation will be on Saturday, February 4,
beginning at 10:00 a.m.
nd

Jan 1
Jan 8
Jan 11
Jan 15
Jan 22
Jan 29
Feb 5

SENIOR YM (9-12 Grade):
NO Senior YM
3:30 p.m. – Senior YM (Tree Down)
4:30 p.m. – YM Choir Rehearsal
Family Faith Formation Night
3:30 p.m. – Senior YM
4:00 p.m. – Confirmation Class
6:30 p.m. – Movie Night
3:30 p.m. – Senior YM
4:00 p.m. – Via Christi Village
4:30 p.m. – YM Choir Rehearsal
3:30 p.m. – Senior YM
4:00 p.m. – Confirmation Class
3:30 p.m. – Senior YM
4:00 p.m. – Via Christi Village

F

amily Faith Formation Night!! We should
probably add another “F” in there: FUN! There is
something for every age. Come learn and serve
together. All will gather in the church to start the
evening. Kindergarteners through 3rd Graders will be
lead out by Youth Ministry to enjoy a movie and
activity. An “Off the Sidelines and into the Game” talk
given by high schoolers to Grades 4-6. Are you Living
the Liturgy? Sounds odd, maybe even boring—Fr.
Frank will bring excitement to how we see the Mass for
the adults. Kelley Smith and Fr. Frank will team up to
explain “Why we don’t just sing the GOOD songs every
week at Mass”. Or, adults have the opportunity to join
Grades 4-6 in a service project in Utopia. All will end in
the church for Praise & Worship led by the Youth
Choir. Come have fun on January 11 from 7:00 to
8:15 p.m. The nursery will be staffed and available.
Regular K-6 and Junior YM session will resume on
January 18.

Youth Ministry
Jan 4
Jan 11
Jan 18
Jan 25
Feb 1

JUNIOR YM (7-8 Grade):
NO Junior YM
Family Faith Formation Night
7:00 p.m. – Junior YM
7:00 p.m. – Junior YM
7:00 p.m. – Junior YM

Contact the Parish Office
to volunteer!
776-5151
stm@stmmanhattan.com

RCIA CORNER
RCIAinvitesparishionerstojointhem
foranyorallsessions.Sessionsare
held at 7:00 p.m. in the Seven Dolors
Church Basement unless otherwise
indicated.Child-careisprovided.

Coming up:
January5—NoRCIA
January12—Mary,MotherofGod:Fr.Kerry
January19—Morality/SocialJustice:Fr.Kerry
January26—Creed:Fr.Frank
February2—Heaven,Hell,Purgatory:Fr.Frank

T

he RCIA Group collected items for the Manhattan
Emergency Shelter for their Advent Project.
Thank you to all those who contributed. In
addition, the group did a tour of the Emergency
Shelter. One key part of the RCIA process is service,
especially to those who have no where to go. This is
just one group among many who are reaching out to
help those in need.

I

Introduction to
Theology of the Body

ntroduction to Theology of the Body: Discovering the
Master Plan for Your Life is an adult faith formation
program by renowned author and theologian
Christopher West that unfolds God’s extraordinary plan
for all of humanity. If you desire to live out the fullest
meaning and purpose of your life, you are invited to
attend these session on Sundays between the morning
Masses beginning January 8. Sessions are held in the
Zimmerman Conference Room. For more information,
please
contact
Dcn
Wayne
Talbot
(pastassoc@stmmanhattan.com).

US Catholic Catechism for Adults

T

he presence of the Catholic Church in the United
States reaches back to the founding days of our
country through the leadership of Archbishop
John Carroll, the first Catholic bishop in the United
States. His story, like other stories at the start of the
chapters in the United States Catholic Catechism for
Adults, gives us a glimpse into the lives of Catholics
who lived out their faith throughout our country’s
history. Each chapter in the United States Catholic
Catechism for Adults includes stories, doctrine,
reflections, quotations, discussion questions, and

prayers to lead the reader to a deepening faith.
Sessions will include DVD presentations, questions for
discussion, and group sharing. Sessions will be held in
the Zimmerman Conference Room on Mondays at 9:30 a.m.
beginning January 9. For more information, please
contact
Dcn
Wayne
Talbot
(pastassoc@stmmanhattan.com).

Men’s Bible Study:
Unlocking the Mysteries of the Bible

I

f you would like to have a deeper relationship with
God, a better understanding of your faith, and
fellowship with other men of faith, you are invited to
join Unlocking the Mysteries of the Bible. It is a great
way to get the “big picture” of the Bible and see how
our Catholic faith is rooted in Scripture. You’ll see how
the Bible reveals God’s loving plan for your life, and
you will learn helpful ways to put your faith into
practice. The study includes a series of eight
informative and engaging half-hour videos presented
by Jeff Cavins. Each video presentation will be
followed by a lively group discussion. Sessions will be
held in Room B on Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. beginning
January 12. For more information, please contact Dcn
Wayne Talbot (pastassoc@stmmanhattan.com).

Children’s Liturgy

C

hildren’s Liturgy of the Word is a program for
children in Kindergarten through 4th Grade. It is
offered during the 10:30 Mass on Sunday.
Children in this age group are dismissed from the
assembly to gather together and hear age appropriate
Bible readings and homilies. This program began its
fall semester on September 11 and will continue until
Memorial Day 2017. Approximately one time per
month, the Puppet Ministry performs the Bible readings
in the Utopia Room. This year, Fr. Frank Coady has
asked that a “Children’s Collection” be taken up and
presented with the gifts during Mass each week.
Children are encouraged to put money they have
earned in envelopes (available in the parish office) or
bring a can of food for the food bank. If you have any
questions about the program, would like to volunteer to
teach, or to help with the puppet ministry, please
contact Sherry Watts (kthru6@stmmanhattan.com).

February
5

Manhattan Catholic Schools

M

Farewell Cindy

CS announces the loss of Cindy Donohoue,
MCS Development Director. “Thank you for
the opportunity to work for the Manhattan
Catholic Schools for the past 12 years. I have
resigned my position as Development Director,
effective December 30, to pursue a new opportunity in
the community. It has been a great pleasure to be a
witness to your commitment to donating your time,
talent, and treasure to this wonderful school. Thank
you, Cindy Donohoue”. Farwell Cindy; you will be missed!

M

Position Open

anhattan Catholic Schools is seeking a
Development Director to oversee development,
fundraising, and marketing for the school.
Qualified applicants should have minimum of one-year
experience in development and/or fundraising;
knowledge and understanding of non-profit fundraising;
a Bachelor’s degree preferably; commitment to
philosophy of private Catholic education; and strong
communication and leadership skills. For a complete
job description and application, go to “Employment

Opportunities”
on
the
MCS
website
(www.manhattancatholicschools.org). Resume and
application
can
be
sent
to:
shulshoff@manhattancatholicschool.org or Mr. Scott
Hulshoff, Principal; Manhattan Catholic Schools; 306 S
Juliette; Manhattan, KS 66502.

Enrollment

M

CS is currently enrolling Pre-K through 8th
grade students for the 2017-18 school year.
Please consider MCS for the education of your
children. For more information, please call Cindy
Donohoue
or
visit
the
MCS
website
(www.manhattancatholicschools.org).

Dates to Note
1/11
1/16
1/18
1/29-2/5

9:00 a.m. – Geography Bee
Elementary Gym
NO School
9:00 a.m. – Spelling Bee
Elementary Gym
Catholic Schools Week

Ministries & Organizations
Meetings This Month
1/3:
1/5:
1/9:
1/10:
1/16:
1/19:
1/23:

5:30 p.m. – Evangelization Commission – Rm B
6:30 p.m. – LOTW Planning Meeting – Rm A
6:00 p.m. – Parish Council – Zimmerman
5:30 p.m. – Art & Environment – Church
7:00 p.m. – Social Concerns Committee – Rm B
1:30 p.m. – Third Age Group – DMC
1:00 p.m. – Craft Group – Rm B
7:30 p.m. – Knights of Columbus – Parish Commons

Thomas More Ladies
2016-17 Officers
President - Patricia Cassinelli
Vice-President - Susan Schinstock
Secretary - Nancy Hardy
Treasurer - Dionne Grief
Objectives of Thomas More Ladies are to:
T Unite and promote friendship among women of the parish.
T Encourage women of the parish to participate in the life
of the church and to take pride in its care.
T Inform women of the parish of ecumenical action.
T Support the works of our Pastor and Parish.

T

he February 6 meeting will see the return of the
popular High Tea. We will also collect items on
the Catholic Charities wish list: toilet tissue,
shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, disposable razors,
deodorant, bar bath soap, laundry detergent,
dishwashing soap, diaper rash cream, baby
wash/shampoo, diapers, diaper-wipes, baby lotion, and
pacifiers. (No bath powder please!) Catholic Charities
mentioned that several of these items can be found at
the Dollar Tree Store.
Thank you for the many contributions to the 26th
Annual Cookie Carousel. We had RCIA, youth, bell
choir, and many ladies donate their time and expertise.
The parish staff had the Utopia Room ready for us to
sell cookies. Thanks to all of the cookie contributors
from our parish community. St. Nick and the youth
who helped him were a wonderful addition to this
year’s Cookie Carousel. Proceeds benefit CASA, the
Crisis Center, and the Flint Hills Community Clinic.
Mark your calendars for the 27th Annual Cookie
Carousel on December 2, 2017.

Several ladies enjoyed touring and tasting at the Liquid
Art Winery in December. Diapers and toiletries were
collected for the Crisis Center.
Save the Date…The 11th Annual Women’s Spirituality
Conference will be held on March 11, 2017! The
speaker is Sr. Edith Pendergast speaking on the theme
“Ignatian Spirituality: Finding God in Everything.” More
details coming soon!
Mark Your Calendars:
 2/6: High Tea
 3/11: Women’s Spirituality Conference

Third Age

T

he Third Age Group will meet Thursday, January 19,
at 1:30 p.m. in the Daily Mass Chapel. Dr. Jill
Ellner, DDS, will be the speaker. For more
information, please contact Kathy Ellner.

Art & Environment

A

rt & Environment will meet on Tuesday, January 10,
at 5:30 p.m. to prepare for Ordinary Time. All
committee members are asked to attend. Many
hands make light work!

Thom’s Moms

T

hom’s Moms is a group of mothers who meet for
Bible Study and playgroups during the academic
year. On the first and third Tuesday mornings of
each month, Bible study is held at 9:15 a.m. Childcare
is provided on Bible study days. Playgroups meet at
local attractions, parks, or in the Utopia Room on the
other Tuesdays. Playgroups are active each Tuesday
throughout the summer as well. For more information
or for playgroup locations, please contact Sarah
Bradford or Allison Furasek. All moms are welcome!
Stop by the Library during
Coffee & Donuts
K of C Breakfast
Library Representative will
be available to assist you.
Don’t mind the mess!

Knights
Of
Columbus
Council 8488

2016-17 Officers
Grand Knight—Dick Wertzberger
Chaplain—Fr. Frank Coady
Deputy Grand Knight—Doug Haverkamp
Chancellor—Tony Elizondo
Financial Secretary—Mike Gilmartin
Treasurer—Doug Jardine
Advocate—Craig Cox
Warden—Nick Thilges
Inside Guard—John Green
Outside Guard—Roy Tate
Trustee 1st Year—Larry Moeder
Trustee 2nd Year—Harry Hardy
Trustee 3rd Year—Kevin Roberts

T

he monthly meeting on January 23 will be an
Open Meeting. All men 18 years and older are
invited to attend and learn more about the
Knights. There will be a short business meeting.
Snacks and refreshments will be provided. The
meeting starts at 7:30 p.m. in the Utopia Room.
The Msgr. Luckey Assembly 4th Degree Knights of
Columbus held their annual Corporate Mass on
December 11 at Seven Dolors. Participation was up
with 25 Knights in attendance. It was followed by the
monthly breakfast.

A March for Life Rally will be held on January 27 in
Washington DC.
Marchers will meet at the
Washington Monument on the corner of 15th Street and
Constitution Avenue. The 2017 theme is the Power of
One. Bishop Weisenburger will be in attendance
among approximately 185 other members from the
Diocese of Salina.
The council will sponsor a Shepherd’s Crossing
Appreciation Luncheon on January 30. Help is needed
in preparing and serving the food. For more
information,
contact
Dave
Ekart
(flyfisher59@hotmail.com).
The Manhattan Knights of Columbus Councils have
sponsored a Keep Christ in Christmas billboard sign for
a number of years. This year the billboard was
donated by Jerry Borth, the owner of Jerry’s Flooring
Company. The signage was up for the month of
December and was located on the north side of Fort

Riley Blvd near 17th Street. The sign was paid for by
the three Manhattan Councils. Thanks to Brother
Knight Vince Kramer for coordinating the project.
Souper Bowl Sunday is February 4. Donations of cash
and food benefit the Manhattan Bread Basket.
Donation bags will be handed out after the Masses on
January 28-26. Go to the Knights’ page on Facebook
and locate the Tackle Hunger logo to sign up. All
grocery stores in Manhattan will participate. For more
information, contact Kevin Roberts (kevrob@ksu.edu).
A Family Skate Night will be hosted by the Knights on
February 4 from 7:15-8:15 p.m. at the Ice Rink at City
Park.
Congratulations:
 December Knight of the Month: Wayne
Beckman
 December Family of the Month: Wayne &
Cindy Sloan
 New Members: Taylor Meagher (3rd Degree),
Lee Haar (3rd Degree), Connor O’Boyle (3rd
Degree), Matthew Bea (3rd Degree), Lynn Zierlein
(3rd Degree)
Upcoming Events:
 1/3: Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
 1/6: Adoration—Intentions: A Happy New Year
and continued growth in Christ.
 1/16: 4th Degree Meeting—7:00 p.m. in Budget
Shop Basement.
Contact: Joe Mainey
(joemainey1@juno.com)
 1/23: Open Meeting—7:30 p.m. Contact: Dick
Wertzberger (dwertzberger@gmail.com)
 1/28-29: Souper Bowl Bag Distribution
 1/29: Breakfast hosted by C Team
 1/30: Shepherd’s Crossing Dinner Contact:
Dave Ekart (flyfisher59@hotmail.com)
 2/4: Souper Bowl Sunday
 2/4: Family Skate Night

Wanna come to the Light of
the World Retreat?

I’m already lighting up
the world!
That’s not really what they
mean. Come to the retreat.
You can register online!

individual bags of peanuts or salty snacks, applesauce,
pudding cups, cheese & cracker packages. These
items can be placed in the black container near the
receptionist desk. Thank you to everyone who
volunteers for this important ministry.

Social Concerns
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was
a stranger and you invited me in.”
(Matthew 25:35)
Our Neighbor to Neighbor program at St. Thomas
More needs someone to volunteer to be a team leader.
The responsibilities of the team leader are to
coordinate a meal once every three months, on a
Friday evening, for approximately 30 people, and to
organize, serve, and clean up after the meal at First
Lutheran Church. If you would like to volunteer, please
contact the parish office. We would also like to thank
Monique McCollough and family and George & Molly
Belin and family for serving the meal on December 23.
We are blessed with homemade cookies, but N2N
could use the following items to fill up snack bags:

T

he Social Concerns Committee continues to
provide a monthly meal on “STM Tuesday” for
those individuals who participate in THRIVE
(formerly Circles). Thank you to all the STM
Committees who continue to support Thrive. Please
see the schedule below for the first six months of 2017.
If you have any questions or would like your committee
to help out, please contact Sherry Watts
(kthru6@stmmanhattan.com) or Donna Erpelding
(dmerpel@yahoo.com).
 January 24
Thomas More Ladies
 February 21
Parish & Finance Council
 March
No Meeting
 April 18
STM Staff
 May 16
Social Concerns
 June 20
Evangelization

In Our Parish

2016 Contributions

C

ontributions that appear on the 2016
Contribution Statements will be accepted until
January 2. (Checks must have a 2016 date in
order to be counted on this year’s statements.) All
contributions after that time will appear on the 2017
Contribution Statements.

A

Rosary for Life

Benediction and Rosary for Life will be held on
January 22 at 3:00 p.m. in the church. All are
invited to attend.

God’s Plan Retreat

G

this jointly. Marriage is a vocation of service to one
another and a witness of Christ’s faithfulness to his
people. It is a lot to live up to and we need the tools to
help us on that journey. Join us for this day dedicated
to strengthening your marriage and getting more in
touch with God’s design for this special sacrament.
Engaged couples are also strongly encouraged to
attend. For more information or to register, please
contact Wayne at the parish office.

od’s Plan for A Joy-Filled Marriage will be held
on Sunday, February 5, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
St. Thomas More and St. Isidore’s are hosting

L

Light of the World 2017

ight of the World Retreat for 2017 is scheduled for
January 27-29 at St. Thomas More. Light of the
World is a parish-based evangelization process.
Light of the World Retreat involves renewal of the
Sacraments of Initiation leading you to a living
encounter with our Lord Jesus Christ; small faith
sharing communities that pray together and support
one another, and reaching out to parishioners to help
them feel connected and listened to. “LOTW has

reminded over and over of the power of prayer when
care-giving for my husband. I have heard story after
story of love, support, peace of mind, and even
miracles as a result of the prayer requests by my
LOTW church family. Prayer is GOD power!” (Lorraine
Willich) “LOTW has brought not only new friends into
my life, but great friends that I can count on when I am
in need of help.” (Tom Chaput) “I thought LOTW would
be a good place to meet new people and make new
friends. Not only did I meet fabulous friends, but I got
such an understanding of my faith. It’s a plus plus.”
(Connie Ryan) Registration begins January 7.
Registration is available online from the parish website
or registration forms are available in the parish office.

Baby Shower for Life

I

nstead of Gifts for Baby Jesus, K-6 Religious
Education will be sponsoring a Baby Shower for Life
throughout the month of January for Life Choice
Ministries and the Crisis Center. A crib will be placed
in the Gathering Area for donations. Suggested items:
diapers, diaper rash cream, baby bottles, baby cereal,
baby clothes, toddler eating utensils, outlet covers,
shampoo, wipes, sleepers, formula, sippy cups,
blankets, onezies, lotion, crib sheets, underwear,
socks, coats, shirts/sweatshirts, pants. Monetary
donations are also accepted. Thank you for your help!

Embroiders Needed

E

mbroiders are needed to apply a symbol and
church name on the baptismal garments. If you
have an embroidery machine and are willing to
be a part of this parish ministry, please contact Pat
Bidwell (556-1779) for more information.

O Family Valentine’s Dance o

family. Babies under 1 are free. With space for 150
total attendees, ticket sales are on a first-come, firstserve basis. Don’t wait! Fathers, daughters, mothers,
sons, grandparents, friends…all are invited!
Refreshments, photo booth, door prizes, and more!
Door prize donations are still needed. If you have
questions or would like to contribute to the event,
please contact Elaine Mick (913-244-0963,
elaineamick@gmail.com) or Stephanie Sorell
(stephanie.n.sorell@gmail.com).

CPR & AED Training

A

CPR & AED Training will be held on Saturday,
March 4, beginning at 9:00 a.m. Lunch will be
provided. All ushers and liturgical coordinators
are encouraged to be trained annually. As this training
comes at a cost to the parish, a donation is requested,
but not required, to help offset the costs. Please
RSVP to the parish office by February 20. Space is
limited.

Thank You

T

he Pastoral Team at St. Thomas More would like
to thank everyone who donated to the Jesse
Tree project this year. The Jess Tree provides
gifts through St. Francis Independent Living to children
who are about to age out of foster care; to young
people who are 18-21 who have aged out of foster
care and their families through Kansas Department of
Children and Families; and also to families that are
recommended by Catholic Charities of Manhattan. We
provided gifts for 103 people this year. We cannot
express enough our gratitude to those who provided
gifts and gift cards to these people in need. We wish
each of you could have seen their faces and
experienced their delight when the gifts were picked up
from our church. Thank you again for your incredible
generosity.

D

ust off your dancing shoes, grab your fancy
clothes, and join us for our 1st Annual Family
Valentine’s Dance! The dance is sponsored by
the Thom’s Moms, with additional support from the
Knights of Columbus, as a fundraiser for bible study
costs and future new family events. The dance will be
held on Sunday, February 12, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in
the Utopia Room. Early Bird tickets are $8 a person or
$32 a family and are available online (link on parish
website) or after Masses on the weekend of January 21-22.
After February 1, tickets will cost $10 a person or $40 a
Some of the Jesse Tree Gifts

F

Farewell Dawn

or the past 25 years, St. Thomas More has been
tremendously blessed with the musical gifts and
talents of Ms. Dawn Caldwell. But now her
hands are telling her it’s time to retire as an
organist/pianist. In 1991, our founding pastor, Fr.
Loren Werth, and his pastoral associate, Sr. Paulette
Hake, were moving on to another parish. Sr. Paulette
needed parishioners to take her place in Music Ministry
and she called
on Dawn to be
one of them.
Having played
the organ since
age 14 and the
piano
before
that, Dawn was
willing to accept
Sister’s invitation
and
started
accompanying the cantors and choir. Since then,
Dawn has provided great leadership, guidance, and
encouragement to all of us from the piano and organ
during Masses. She has always been organized,
professional, on time (if not early), diligent with her
preparation, very supportive of her cantors, and highly
respected by all musicians for her willingness to help
anyone anytime she could. She has always been a
team player and treated people right; her ability to
creatively
problem
solve
and
think

The Word
Among Us

T

he Word Among Us is a
wonderful resource of
daily readings, prayers,
and reflections. Complimentary
copies are available during
Advent and Lent in the Gathering
Area. During the other months of
the year, a limited number will
now be available in the Gathering
Area (first-come, first-serve). We
encourage those that can to get a
subscription. Digital subscriptions
are available for Kindles, iPads,
and iPhones for $1.99 a month.
Print subscriptions are available
for $33.20 per year.

outside the box has been a great asset to Music
Ministry. Over these 25 years, Dawn has played for
over 1,500 Masses, weddings, and funerals (which
were always a special ministry to her) and has always
been willing to play when others couldn’t. We have
been so fortunate to have her expertise to rely on and
have learned so much from her! Dawn, it has been an
honor and a privilege to work along side you. You
have done so much for all of us through your music
ministry. You have inspired and motivated us and we,
the
parishioners
of
St.
Thomas
More,
are
extremely
grateful for
your
dedication
and
your
contributions
to our worship. What God has done with you and
through you here will not be forgotten. You have been
more than just an accompanist; you are a friend,
counselor, and confidant and we are really going to
miss you “on the bench.” You are a special person
and have been a wonderful blessing to us—we thank
God for you! (Cards and well-wishes for Dawn may be
sent in care of the parish office or by email
[musicmin@stmmanhattan.com].)

In Our
Community

Thrive

T

he Thrive program is in two parts.
The first part is the “Getting Ahead
Workshop”. This workshop is
designed for those living in poverty to
investigate their lives and communities,
make plans to build resources, and
examine
their
future
story.
Qualifications: motivated to make lasting
change; at least 16 years old; speak
and read English; if there is a history of
addiction, in recovery for 6 or more
months; not currently dealing with
domestic abuse; able to attend weekly
meetings; living at or below 185% of the
Federal Poverty Guidelines.
The
second part of the program is “Bridges
Out of Poverty”. It is designed for those
who want to become allies and those
who already work with poverty
alleviation. Qualifications: motivated to
make lasting change; at lease 18 years
old; speak and read English; if there is a
history of addiction, in recovery for 1 or
more years; not currently dealing with
domestic abuse; able to attend
meetings twice a month; thriving above
200% of the Federal Poverty
Guidelines. The monthly Thrive orientation is the first
Tuesday of the month beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the
Harris Activity Center. It is the perfect opportunity to
find out more about the program and how you might be
involved. RSVP is not required for the orientation.
Contact jayme@thriveflinthills.com to sign-up for Thrive
programs.

worthy chapel was part of the $15.5 million
construction project. The chapel is a sanctuary for
hospital patients, family members, and associates of all
faith traditions. At the same time, it is a Catholic
chapel. As a way to assist family members of patients,
hospital personnel, and the wider Catholic community,
Catholic Mass will be celebrated the first and third
Friday of each month at 12:00 p.m. The community is
welcome to participate.

Mercy Chapel Masses

O

n October 12, Bishop Weisenburger blessed the
new chapel, named Mercy Chapel, at Via
Christi Hospital. The name of the chapel was a
way to encompass Via Christi Hospital’s past, present,
and future. When Memorial Hospital and Saint Mary
Hospital joined to become Mercy Regional Health
Center in 1996, two distinct histories of care combined
to become one community led hospital. Creation of a

Ten Hut…
What are you doing?
The soup is a donation to the
food pantry, not a
replacement football!

In Our Diocese

A

Resolve, Renew, Rejoice

ll women can Resolve, Renew, and Rejoice after
the busy holiday season while listening to Hallie
Lord. This Women’s Retreat will be held at
Christ the King in Topeka on January 14 from 8:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Ticket price is $20. High school and
college women are admitted free of charge. Tickets
can be purchased online at ctktopeka.org through Easy
Tithe. Easy Tithe is a safe, private, restricted online
method to purchase your tickets.
For more
information, please contact Tonya Campbell (785-2218652) or Belinda Flynn (785-845-6805).

ABUSE OF MINORS PASTORAL
RESPONSE HOTLINE

F

785-825-0865

or the safety and the healing of
children, the Salina Diocese provides
an Abuse of Minors Pastoral Hotline.
Calls to this number will be answered by the
Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator
who will offer to meet with the caller in
person if the caller so desires. Calls are
confidential with the following exceptions: 1)
Any allegation of sexual abuse concerning
those who currently are minors must be
reported to the Kansas Social and
Rehabilitation Services (1-800-922-5330)
as required by Kansas State Law and
diocesan policy and 2) Any allegations of
sexual misconduct must be shared with the
proper diocesan authorities.

Cursillo

C

ursillo in Christianity is an encounter
with self, Christ, and others. It is a
method to develop, live, and share
spirituality in any area of human life where
Christians want to dedicate their lives to
God. If you are interested in a means of
personal growth in living what is
fundamental for being a Christian, and
encouraging one another in proclaiming the
best news of the best reality that God in
Christ loves us, please prayerfully consider

attending. The next men’s weekend will be March 1619 and the next women’s weekend will be July 27-30.
Both of these will be held at the Spiritual Life Center in
Victoria. For more information, please contact Patricia
Dusin (785-302-1220; patriciad@ruraltel.net).

U.S. Catholic Sisters Against Human Trafficking
(USCSAHT) is a collaborative, faith-based network
that offers educational resources, information
about access to survivors! services, and engages in
advocacy in an effort to eradicate modern day
slavery.
Learn more about this crime at
www.sistersagainsttrafficking.org. Ending slavery is
everyone's work!

ITV & Pastoral Ministry Formation
Spring 2017 Sessions
To register for any of the following sessions, please contact
Colleen Stein (620-227-1538; cstein@dcdiocese.org) or visit
www.dcdiocese.org/pasoral-ministry-formation.

T

heology of the Church: A study of the nature of
the church as it has been understood through the
centuries. The course begins will the New
Testament, progresses through the Fathers of the
Church, examines the ecclesiology of Vatican II and
concludes with a study of post-Vatican II. Sessions are
held Saturdays from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on
January 21, 28, February 4, 11, 18, 25, March 4, 18,
25. Presenter: Trish Keller

M

usic and Liturgy: The class focuses on basic
precepts of celebrating the Eucharistic Liturgy
within the parish including principles for

liturgical preparation and music selection. Attention is
given to the Liturgical Documents that guide liturgical
ministries, preparation that invites participation of
assembly/congregation, and spirituality for liturgical
musicians and ministers.
Sessions are held
Wednesdays from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on January 25,
February 1, 8, 15 Presenters: Gerard Chiusana, Fr.
Frank Coady, Fr. Robert Schremmer
TO REGISTER: Go to www.dcdiocese.org. On the left,
click on “Pastoral Ministry Formation.” Scroll down
near the bottom and click on “To register for Pastoral
Ministry Formation Courses, click here.” A registration
form will appear. For help registering, please contact
Colleen Stein (620-227-1538; cstein@dcdiocese.org).

All Creation Is Singing God’s Praise

N

eglecting to monitor the harm done to nature and
the environmental impact of our decisions is only
the most striking sign of a disregard for the
message contained in the structures of nature itself.
When we fail to acknowledge as part of reality the worth
of a poor person, a human embryo, a person with
disabilities—to offer just a few examples—it becomes
difficult to hear the cry of nature itself; everything is
connected.
Once the human being declares
independence from reality and behaves with absolute
dominion, the very foundations of our life begin to
crumble, for “instead of carrying out his role as a
cooperator with God in the work of creation, man sets
himself up in place of God and thus ends up provoking a
rebellion on the part of nature.” (Laudato Si’ of the Holy
Father Francis)
How I Can Help…
The picture below is of various types of plastic
microbeads. They are tiny plastic particles usually
smaller than two millimeters. Plastic microbeads can be
found in face soaps, body washes, and even toothpastes.
They are sometimes included in “age-defying” makeup
(filling up wrinkles with plastic dust!), as well as lip gloss
and nail polish. Why are microbeads an environmental
problem? Most wastewater treatment doesn’t filter out
microbeads and they get discharged into waterways. As
a result, micro-plastic particles are found in rivers, lakes,
and seas worldwide. Fish species that humans harvest
for food eat micro-plastic particles and the toxins

absorbed in those plastics transfer to the
fish tissue that we consume. The plastic
microbeads absorb organic pollutants such
as pesticides, flame retardants, motor oil, and other
industrial chemicals. A single microbead can be up to a
million times more toxic than the water around it. These
toxins move up the food chain as they are consumed by
fish and other marine organisms. You can help by
refusing to purchase items that contain microbeads.
Look for the following ingredients in products:
polyethylene (PE), polypropylene (PP), polyethylene
Terephthalate (PET), or polymethyl methacrylate
(PMMA). For more information, check out the website
www.beatthemicrobead.org.

General Notes
 Mass Intentions may be obtained for loved ones, living and
deceased, through the parish office with a donation of $10
per intention. You may “special request” a specific date or
time, but these are limited due to the size of our parish and
the many requests we receive. This allows space for
immediate needs and other requests to also be fulfilled.
 Bulletin Boards—If you would like to place something on
one of the church bulletin boards, please contact the parish
office to see which bulletin board is appropriate for your
display.
 Answering Machine for the parish office does not pick up
until the sixth ring. We want to hear from you so please be
patient.
 Recycling—Containers are by the dumpster for recycling
glass, tin cans, aluminum cans, cardboard, and plastic (water
bottles and plastics with a 1 or 2 in the triangle on the bottom
only). Aluminum can recycling bins are also located next to
the soda machines. These recycling bins are for parish
functions only (not for individual use).
 Funeral Dishes—If you recently furnished food for a funeral,
you may pick up your dishes above the coat rack in the
Gathering Area. Unclaimed dishes will be assimilated into
the kitchen or put in the K of C Garage Sale.
 Spiritual Direction is available. Contact the parish office to
schedule an appointment.
 Prayer Chain—If you have a request for the prayer chain,
please contact Kathryn Talbot (kwesolowsky@yahoo.com) or
the parish office.
 Two Personal PA Receivers are owned by STM to assist
those who have difficulty in hearing those fantastic homilies
given by the priests of the parish! If you would like to try it
out, let one of the ushers know. It is also possible to














purchase a unit for your own exclusive use. Please call the
parish office if you are interested in purchasing one.
Health Aids provided by the Care Committee are available
to check out at the parish office. These include, but are not
limited to, crutches, walkers, wheelchairs, and bathchairs.
Building Usage—The Parish Commons is available for a fee
for multiple events such as wedding receptions, family
reunions, and anniversaries. Visit the parish website for a
complete listing of welcomed activities. To get more
information or to schedule your event, please contact
Amanda in the parish office.
Notice of Cancellations due to weather will be announced
on KMAN, KSNT, KTKA, and WIBW; it will also be called into
the schools if it involves Religious Education. If in doubt, you
may also check the parish website or contact the parish
office.
Catholic Charities of Manhattan provides counseling,
adoption, crisis pregnancy, immigration, and natural family
planning services. They can be contacted at 785-323-0644;
www.ccnks.org.
Mass in Spanish is held at 12:00 p.m. every Sunday at
Seven Dolors.
Christian Book & Gifts in Manhattan has a great Catholic
section! If you are looking for Catholic materials, resources,
and gifts, please check them out (1437 Anderson Ave;
537-0310).
Education Kiosk CDs—Check out the educational CDs in
the Lighthouse Catholic Media Kiosk in the Gathering Area!
These are a great way to fan the flames of your faith while on
the go!

What’s Up—January!
Jan 1
Jan 2
Jan 3
Jan 6

New Year’s Day Masses
NO MASS & Office Closed
Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
First Friday

Jan 8

Coffee & Donuts

Jan 9

Baptism Class

Jan 11
Jan 12
Jan 16
Jan 17

Family Faith Formation Night
Bell Choir Dinner
6:00 p.m. in Utopia
NO MASS & Office Closed
Blood Drive
1:45-7:45 p.m. in Room A

Jan 22

Rosary & Benediction for 3:00 p.m. in the Church
Life
Witness Talk Potluck
6:30 p.m. in Utopia
LOTW Parish Retreat
Registration Deadline: Jan 23

Jan 22
Jan 27-29

8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 5:30 p.m.
7:00 a.m. at Early Edition
5:00-11:00 p.m. in DMC

Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament
After morning Masses in Hosted by Parish Council
Utopia
Library Open!
7:00 p.m. in Room B
Contact the parish office to
register

By appointment only
Sign-up in Gathering Area

Presenter:

Jan 29
Jan 29
T, Th, F
Tuesdays

Weds
Thursdays
Fridays
Sundays
Feb 4
Feb 5

K of C Breakfast
Blood Pressure Clinics
“Walking Utopia”
Thom’s Moms

After morning Mass in Utopia Library Open!
After Masses in DMC
7:00-9:00 a.m.
Canceled 12/8-9
9:15 a.m.
1/17 Bible Study
Other Tuesdays – Playdate
Prayer Group
6:15 p.m. in DMC
Card Group
7:00 p.m. in Tower
Tuesday Basketball
7:00 p.m. in Utopia
Adult Choir
7:00 p.m. in Choir Rm
Bell Choir
7:00 p.m. in Choir Rm
Book Study Group
8:00 a.m. in Ninemire Rm
Children’s Liturgy
During 10:30 Mass
Canceled 1/1
First Reconciliation & Reception
Souper Bowl Sunday

First Reconciliation--Feb 4
Souper Bowl Collection--Feb 4/5
Ash Wednesday--March 1

Dad, can we go to
the dance?
Sure we can. This
dance is designed
for us!

February Newsletter

january 23

What dance are you
talking about?

:

The Family Valentine’s
Dance on February 12.
You should come to.

