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Celebrating Life
Baptisms
Congratulations to the following who were baptized
recently:

 Carter William Cull, son of Charley &
Brooke Cull.
 Mary Cameron Disbrow, daughter of
Alan & Molly Disbrow.
 Clara Jean Schnoor, daughter of David &
Margaret Schnoor.
 Reah Rosemary Enoch, daughter of
Matthew & Alicia Enoch.
 Adalyn Marie Jager, daughter of Brad &
Pam Jager.
 Damian Erik Patton, son of Erik & Ashley
Patton.

December 2016

Weddings
Congratulations to those getting married in our
parish this month:

? 12/17: Bradley Harrison &
Stephanie St. Peter

Anniversaries
Congratulations to those celebrating anniversaries
this month! Help us honor marriage in our parish!
Contact the parish office with your anniversary!




























Ryan & Kristin Fox (1 year)
Fred & Lorraine Willich (2 years)
Brian & Erika Lindshield (3 years)
John & Angela Thibault (5 years)
Scott & Jennifer Bauer (7 years)
Nicholas & Jessica Evangelidis (9 years)
Sam & Jaimee Beugelsdijk (10 years)
Scott & Melissa Dinse (10 years)
Gavin & Jessica Hampton (10 years)
Judson & Andrea Gladin (11 years)
Steve & Sherry Jurgensmeier (14 years)
Jeremy & Gina Platt (16 years)
Bryant & Monica Macfarlane (18 years)
Chris & Jennifer Francois (19 years)
Mark & Gina Dudley (24 years)
Jerry & Diane Haug (25 years)
Paul & Christine Benne (29 years)
Tom & Linda Duckworth (29 years)
Terry & Claire Beck (33 years)
Larry & Ellen Brockson (38 years)
James & Charlotte Spencer (40 years)
Larry & Mary Maxwell (46 years)
Ken & Melinda Heuertz (48 years)
Jerry & Pat Moran (53 years)
Ray & Marci Innes (58 years)
Bruce & Marcella Mignano (58 years)

Rest In Peace
In your prayers, please remember the following
who have passed away recently:

 Mildred Dunn.
 Ann Harrington.
 Srs. Margaret Schreck & Agnes Bernita Green,
from the Sisters of St. Joseph in Concordia.

Faith Formation
Youth Ministry

Faith Sharing Groups
Advent Scriptures—Sunday 9:35-10:20 a.m. Zimmerman
Except on K of C Breakfast weekends
Sunday Scriptures—Sundays 9:30-10:15 a.m. Ed Wing
Children Welcome. Louis & Amy Meng (537-0087)
Advent Scriptures—Mondays 9:30-11:00 a.m. – Zimmerman
Men’s Bible Study—Thursdays 7:00-8:15 p.m. Room B
Unlocking the Mysteries of the Bible Beginning Jan 12
Infancy Narratives—December 5 7:00-9:00 p.m. 7DBasement

Pre- School

Dec 7
Dec 14
Dec 21
Dec 28
Jan 4

Dec 4
Dec 11

Religious Education
Dec 4
Dec 11
Dec 18
Dec 25
Jan 1

PK Classes
PK Classes
PK Classes
NO PK Classes
NO PK Classes

K-6
Religious Education
Dec 7
Dec 14
Dec 21
Dec 28
Jan 4

K-6 Classes
NO K-6 Classes
NO K-6 Classes
NO K-6 Classes
NO K-6 Classes

Dec 18

Dec 24
Dec 25
Jan 1

JUNIOR YM (7-8 Grade):
7:00 p.m. – Junior YM
NO Junior YM
NO Junior YM
NO Junior YM
NO Junior YM
SENIOR YM (9-12 Grade):
3:30 p.m. – Senior YM
4:30 p.m. – YM Choir Rehearsal
Host Coffee & Donuts
3:30 p.m. – Senior YM
4:00 p.m. – Confirmation Classes
3:30 p.m. – Senior YM
4:00 p.m. – Tree Up & Via Christi
4:30 p.m. – YM Choir Rehearsal
6:30 p.m. – YM Choir Rehearsal
5:30 p.m. – YM Choir Rehearsal
YM Choir @ 6:30 Mass
NO Senior YM
NO Senior YM
Twas the night before Christmas

When all through the church,

Every staff member
was scurrying

Trying to finish
their work.

RCIA CORNER
RCIAinvitesparishionerstojointhem
foranyorallsessions.Sessionsare
held at 7:00 p.m. in the Tower Room
unless otherwise indicated.  Childcareisprovided.

Coming up:
December1—Eucharist:Fr.Frank
December8—MassOverview:Fr.Frank
December 15—Holy Orders/Church Authority: Fr.
Kerry
December22—NORCIA
December29—NORCIA
January5—NORCIA

T

hanks to Laura Brannon for conducting the RCIA
Advent Retreat in November. In December,
RCIA will have a service project in collaboration
with the Manhattan Emergency Shelter. A tour of the
shelter is scheduled in addition to collection of needed
items. December also marks the beginning of the next
phase in the RCIA process where participants will look
a little deeper into the Scriptures and practices of the
church. They will be dismissed from the 10:30 Mass
for Breaking Open the Word. Please keep them in
your prayers.

September through May. Approximately one time per
month, the Puppet Ministry performs the Bible readings
in the Utopia Room. A “Children’s Collection” is taken
up and presented with the gifts during Mass each
week. Children are encouraged to put money they
have earned in envelopes (available in the parish
office) or bring a can of food for the food bank. If you
have any questions about the program, would like to
volunteer to teach, or to help with the puppet ministry,
please
contact
Sherry
Watts
(kthru6@stmmanhattan.com).

F

Infancy Narratives

r. Kieffer will offer a one-time reflection and
review of the Infancy Narratives of Matthew and
Luke on Monday, December 5, from 7:00-9:00 p.m.
in the Seven Dolors Church Basement. This is in
preparation for Christmas. Please bring your Bible.

I

Introduction to
Theology of the Body

ntroduction to Theology of the Body: Discovering the
Master Plan for Your Life is an adult faith formation
program by renowned author and theologian
Christopher West that unfolds God’s extraordinary plan
for all of humanity. If you desire to live out the fullest
meaning and purpose of your life, you are invited to
attend these session on Sundays between the morning
Masses beginning January 8. Sessions are held in the
Zimmerman Conference Room. For more information,
please
contact
Dcn
Wayne
Talbot
(pastassoc@stmmanhattan.com).

US Catholic Catechism for Adults
RCIA 2016-17
Chelsea Roberts, Erica Geiser, Sarah Benedict, Laura Cain, Taylor Eads
Robert Starnes, Steve Hougham, Travis Koeneke, John Renner, Dedra Bradmeyer

Children’s Liturgy

C

hildren’s Liturgy of the Word is a program for
children in Kindergarten through 4th Grade. It is
offered during the 10:30 Mass on Sunday.
Children in this age group are dismissed from the
assembly to gather together and hear age appropriate
Bible readings and homilies. This program runs from

T

he presence of the Catholic Church in the United
States reaches back to the founding days of our
country through the leadership of Archbishop
John Carroll, the first Catholic bishop in the United
States. His story, like other stories at the start of the
chapters in the United States Catholic Catechism for
Adults, gives us a glimpse into the lives of Catholics
who lived out their faith throughout our country’s
history. Each chapter in the United States Catholic
Catechism for Adults includes stories, doctrine,
reflections, quotations, discussion questions, and
prayers to lead the reader to a deepening faith.
Sessions will include DVD presentations, questions for
discussion, and group sharing. Sessions will be held in

the Zimmerman Conference Room on Mondays at 9:30 a.m.
beginning January 9. For more information, please
contact
Dcn
Wayne
Talbot
(pastassoc@stmmanhattan.com).

Men’s Bible Study:
Unlocking the Mysteries of the Bible

I

f you would like to have a deeper relationship with
God, a better understanding of your faith, and
fellowship with other men of faith, you are invited to
join Unlocking the Mysteries of the Bible. It is a great

way to get the “big picture” of the Bible and see how
our Catholic faith is rooted in Scripture. You’ll see how
the Bible reveals God’s loving plan for your life, and
you will learn helpful ways to put your faith into
practice. The study includes a series of eight
informative and engaging half-hour videos presented
by Jeff Cavins. Each video presentation will be
followed by a lively group discussion. Sessions will be
held in Room B on Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. beginning
January 12. For more information, please contact Dcn
Wayne Talbot (pastassoc@stmmanhattan.com).

Manhattan Catholic Schools

M

Enrollment
CS is currently enrolling Pre-K through 8

th

grade students for the 2017-18 school year.
Please consider MCS for the education of your
children. For over 100 years, Manhattan Catholic
Schools has provided high academic standards within
a diverse learning environment.
Discover the value of a faith-based
education for your child.
 High Academic Standards
 State & Nationally Accredited
 Diverse Curriculum
 Individualized Learning/Limited Class Sizes
 Pre-K for 3 & 4 year olds
 Extracurricular Activities & Competitive Athletics
 Extended Care & After School Programs
 All Faiths and Backgrounds Welcome
 Tuition Assistance Available
For more information or a tour, please call Cindy
Donohoue
or
visit
the
MCS
website
(www.manhattancatholicschools.org).

End of Year

A

re you in need of a tax deduction for the year? If
2016 has been a good year for you, and we
hope that it has been, please consider the MCS
Annual Fund Drive. Our drive kicks off in January, but
contributions in December go towards the total for this
coming year’s Annual Fund Drive. If 2016 has been
especially good to you, please consider a donation to
the Monsignor Luckey Endowment Fund. This would
ensure continued support of Catholic education for
generations to come. Please make a difference in our
children’s education. Contact Cindy Donohoue for
more information.

Dates to Note
12/4
12/6
12/13
12/21-1/4

MCS 1st Reconciliation
K-4 Christmas Concert
5-8 Christmas Band & Choir Concert
NO School

The manger was up; the choirs had practiced;

Ministers were all scheduled;
nothing left to distract us!

When all of a sudden there
arose such a clatter,

Everyone sprang up to see what
was the matter!

Ministries & Organizations
Meetings This Month
12/5: 6:45 p.m. – Thomas More Ladies–Liquid Art Winery
12/6: 5:30 p.m. – Evangelization Commission – Rm B
12/12: 11:30 a.m. – Finance Council – Zimmerman
5:30 p.m. – Art & Environment – Rm B
6:30 p.m. – LOTW Planning Meeting – Rm A
12/15: 9:00 a.m. – Third age Group – Utopia
5:30 p.m. – Bell Choir @ Nursing Homes
12/19: 1:00 p.m. – Craft Group – Rm B
7:00 p.m. – Knights of Columbus – Parish Commons
12/22: 5:00 p.m. – Art & Environment – Church

Thomas More Ladies
2016-17 Officers
President - Patricia Cassinelli
Vice-President - Susan Schinstock
Secretary - Nancy Hardy
Treasurer - Dionne Grief
Objectives of Thomas More Ladies are to:
T Unite and promote friendship among women of the parish.
T Encourage women of the parish to participate in the life
of the church and to take pride in its care.
T Inform women of the parish of ecumenical action.
T Support the works of our Pastor and Parish.

O

n December 5, the Thomas More Ladies are
taking a field trip to the Liquid Art Winery and
Estate to taste their wine and cider and tour the
facilities. Meet in the church parking-lot at 6:30 p.m. to
carpool. The first 15 to sign-up will be able to ride the
trolley! Departure is at 6:40 p.m. The tour and tasting
begins at 7:00 p.m. Please RSVP by November 30 to
Susan
Schinstock
(313-4939,
skschinstock@gmail.com). All ladies of the parish are
encouraged to attend. Child-care is provided in the
STM Nursery. In lieu of a fee for the winery, please
bring a bag of diapers or toiletries to be donated to the
Manhattan Crisis Center.
The 26th Annual Cookie Carousel is Saturday,
December 10, from 9:00-11:30 a.m. More than
$55,000 has been raised and given to local community
organizations since its inception.
The 2016
beneficiaries are CASA, Flint Hills Community Clinic,
and The Crisis Center. Donations of festive cookies
from all families of the parish enable this ministry.

Your family’s favorite cookies and candies are what
make this successful. Cookie donations need to be
dropped off in the Utopia Room on Friday, December 9,
between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. Please
enter on the north side. This year, St. Nicholas will be
joining Cookie Carousel along with some of our youth.
Parents will be able to shop for cookies while the
children participate in story time and meet St. Nick.
Save the Date…The 11th Annual Women’s Spirituality
Conference will be held on March 11, 2017! The
speaker is Sr. Edith Pendergast speaking on the theme
“Ignatian Spirituality: Finding God in Everything.”
Mark Your Calendars:
 12/5: Liquid Winery & Estate
 12/10: Cookie Carousel
 3/11: Women’s Spirituality Conference

L

Light of the World 2017

ight of the World Retreat for 2017 is scheduled for
January 27-29 at St. Thomas More. What is Light
of the World Retreat? Light of the World
Evangelization Retreat brings a powerful plan for
evangelization and renewal to
our
parish—it’s
a
comprehensive
process.
The Light of the World
Retreat is designed for all
adults 18 years and older,
but extends into all the
areas of our parish. See the
diagram to see how the
differing parts of the evangelization
process are broken down. LOTW challenges you to be
the best version of yourself. (Brad Fagan) LOTW
helps you enjoy being Catholic and Grow in your
relationship with Jesus. (Jhoe Stonestreet)
Registration begins January 7.
Look for
information on how to register in the January
InforMore.
Stop by the Library during
Coffee & Donuts
K of C Breakfast
Library Representative will
be available to assist you.
Don’t mind the mess!

Third Age

Knights
Of
Columbus

T

he Third Age Group is collecting gift cards and
cash donations for the families they adopted this
Christmas. Their Annual Christmas Wrap &
Brunch will be held on December 15 at 9:00 a.m. in the
Utopia Room. If you are interested in joining the Third
Age Group or would like more information, please
contact Kathy Ellner.

Council 8488

2016-17 Officers
Grand Knight—Dick Wertzberger
Chaplain—Fr. Frank Coady
Deputy Grand Knight—Doug Haverkamp
Chancellor—Tony Elizondo
Financial Secretary—Mike Gilmartin
Treasurer—Doug Jardine
Advocate—Craig Cox
Warden—Nick Thilges
Inside Guard—John Green
Outside Guard—Roy Tate
Trustee 1st Year—Larry Moeder
Trustee 2nd Year—Harry Hardy
Trustee 3rd Year—Kevin Roberts

Thom’s Moms

T

hom’s Moms is a group of mothers who meet for
Bible Study and playgroups during the academic
year. On the first and third Tuesday mornings of
each month, Bible study is held at 9:15 a.m. Childcare
is provided on Bible study days. Playgroups meet at
local attractions, parks, or in the Utopia Room on the
other Tuesdays. Playgroups are active each Tuesday
throughout the summer as well. For more information
or for playgroup locations, please contact Sarah
Bradford or Allison Furasek. All moms are welcome!

Some Very Grounded Volunteers

D

id you stop to see our parish grounds this year?
Did you marvel at the beauty of the spring
flowers, and equally the autumn colors? Did
you give thanks for abundant rainfall and shining sun?
Perhaps you saw or heard powerful machines
humming along around the grounds? Maybe you
noticed dumpsters, piles of stone, or tire marks in
random places? Are you watching the transformation
of plantings and flowerbeds with childlike joy? You
probably saw someone you know laboring as a
volunteer. Please
offer a prayer of
blessing and
thanks for the
many
volunteers
who care
for
our
grounds.
I’m sure you
noticed that
the grounds
need more work
accomplished…do
you want to help? The parish of St. Thomas More
would like to extend a huge and heartfelt…THANK
YOU…to the volunteers who kept our grounds healthy
and beautiful this year! If you know someone who
volunteers with the Grounds’ Committee, please thank
them for their humble service. As always, please enjoy
some time walking the church grounds during your
favorite season. Your enjoyment will be honest thanks!

A

t the November meeting, the Knights’ District
Deputy Stuart Bachamp presented the council
with the Star Council Award for 2015-16. The
Star Award is awarded based on meeting or exceeding
the Council’s membership and insurance goals and
providing well rounded service programs and activities.
The Knights’ Program Director Doug Haverkamp and
Membership Director Denny Hammerschmidt accepted
the award for the council. A 2016 Kansas Membership
Club shirt was presented to Grand Knight Dick
Wertzberger.
The St. Thomas More and Seven Dolors’ Knights of
Columbus Councils will sponsor a “Keep Christ in
Christmas” sign which will be displayed during the
month of December. Watch for it as you travel around
Manhattan.
Heads Up…The STM Knights of Columbus Council, in
conjunction with the Seven Dolors and St. Isidore’s
councils, will be hosting the 2019 Knights State
Convention. The leadership team is being formed.
More information to follow.
The Trapp Team finished 9th place out of the 12 team
league division. The members of the team are Ray
Bargabus, Mike Wamsley, Cesar Robles, Rod Heasty,
Sean Sorell, Skip Jacobs, and Steven Palmquist.
The Council Social Committee is seeking new
members. Please sign up by contacting Grand Knight
Dick Wertzberger. In addition, the Knights voted to
purchase a new refrigerator for their needs.

Thank you to the Knights who took part in the Annual
Tootsie Roll Drive. Since 1968, the Knights have
raised more than $600 million that benefit programs
such as Big Lake Development and Special Olympics.
This year the council raised $2635 to benefit Big Lakes
Development Center. A special thanks to Brother
Knight Darren Juenemann for his leadership on this
project.
Thank you to the Knights who helped serve the
Veterans’ Day Breakfast which fostered patriotism and
honored veterans. The breakfast served more than
400 people. A special thanks to Brother Knight Joe
Mainey for leading this project.
Thank you to the Knights who helped serve the
Memorial Dinner for deceased members’ wives. About
20 wives attended and were appreciative of the meal
provided. Thanks to Brother Knight Wade Greif for
leading this project.
Congratulations:
 November Knight of the Month: Alex Neises
 November Family of the Month: Charles &
Trish Lagabed
 New Members: John Moes (4th Degree), Alex
Neises (4th Degree), Patrick Nielsen (4th Degree)

Upcoming Events:
 12/2: Adoration—Intentions: To keep Christ in
Christmas and to have a safe and enjoyable
Christmas with family and friends
 12/6: Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
 12/11: 4th Degree Corporate Mass—8:00 a.m.,
Seven Dolors, Tuxedo. Contact: Joe Mainey
(joemainey@hotmail.com)
 12/18: Breakfast hosted by B Team
 12/18: Flinthills Breadbasket Work Day—12:00 p.m.
Contact: Dave Ekart (flyfisher59@hotmail.com)
 12/19: 1st Degree Initiation prior to monthly
meeting. Contact: Dennis Hammerschmidt
(dvhammers4plus@cox.net)

T

GMD Parish Service Day

hank you to everyone who participated in the “Go
Make a Difference” Parish Service Day on
October 29! It was a great success. Many
people were blessed through your efforts. If you
missed the opportunity to participate, there will be
future opporutnities to be blessed by being a blessing.
Stay tuned for more information.

In Our Parish
SPECIAL COLLECTON:
Retirement Fund for Religious
Support elderly religious…In the United States today,
there are more than 33,000 senior Catholic sisters,
brothers, and religious order priests. These religious
worked tirelessly in Catholic schools, hospitals, and

agencies, usually for little to no pay. As a result, many
religious communities lack adequate savings for
retirement and elderly care. Your gift helps provide
medications, nursing care, and more. Show your
appreciation for the those who have made a positive
difference in so many lives. Your gift to the Retirement
Fund for Religious helps to furnish medications,

nursing
care,
and
other
necessities.
Please
give
generously to this special collection
the weekend of December 10/11.
Religious across the United States
offer sincere thanks for your
continued generosity. Please see
the message from Bishop
Weisenburger below:
Dear Friends in Christ…Our
parishes will be conducting the
Retirement Fund for Religious
collection the weekend of
December 10-11. This annual
appeal benefits some 33,000
senior Catholic sisters, brothers,
and religious order priests—women
and men who have consecrated
their lives to serving God and the
Church. Pope Francis calls on the faithful to recognize
the special witness that consecrated women and men
offer our Church and world. He requests the whole
Christian people to be increasingly aware of the gift
which is the presence of our many consecrated men
and women. As we reflect on the saints of the past,
many of us may also recall women and men religious
whom we would consider saints in our day. With
gratitude, we remember the sister who penitently
helped us learn our multiplication tables or the brother
who coached our high school team, teaching us that
faith must be lived out even on the basketball court.
Today, many of these sisters, brothers, and religious
order priests are elderly. While some continue in
volunteer ministry, others are frail and need care. Most
worked for years for small stipends, leaving their
religious communities without adequate savings to
meet growing retirement and eldercare needs. This is
an opportunity for each of us to be the presence of
Jesus to our senior consecrated religious. Please pray
for God’s blessing on all religious and give what you
can to this special collection. Please join me in
supporting this important drive and in praying for God’s
continued blessings on our elderly sisters, brothers,
and religious order priests.

Immaculate Conception

T

he Immaculate Conception will be celebrated
with Masses on Thursday, December 8, at 7:00 a.m.
and 6:00 p.m.

Children’s Christmas Choir

A

ll children, grades 2-6, who enjoy singing are
invited and encouraged to be members of the
Children’s Christmas Choir. Rehearsals will be
on Sundays between the morning Masses in the Choir
Room on December 4, 11, and 18. It is important to
participate in all rehearsals. The Children’s Christmas
Choir will sing at the 4:00 p.m. Mass on Christmas
Eve. Please contact Kelley Smith at the parish office if
you have any questions or if your children would like to
participate.

Jesse Tree

T

he Advent Jesse Tree displayed in the Gathering
Area is covered with ornaments depicting the
ancestors of the Christ Child. On each ornament
is a request from someone who, if not selected from
the tree, will otherwise be forgotten at Christmas.
Each year our STM congregation is so generous in
supplying gifts to our brothers and sisters in need. In
all the years we have been presenting the Jesse Tree,
our congregation has never left an ornament on the
tree. The beneficiaries of the gifts are families that
apply to our local Catholic Charities for aid; the St.
Francis Independent Living Program; and the Kansas
Department of Children and Families. The KSDCF
requests are all from young people age 18-21 years
old who have aged our of foster care and have children
of their own. Thank you to all who kindly participate in
this project. You have provided a Merry Christmas to
someone who will be grateful.

C

‘ Tis The Season

arol with the Jubilee Ringers on Thursday,
December 15. They will be ringing at 5:45 p.m.
at Stoneybrook, 6:15 p.m. at Homestead, and
7:00 p.m. at Via Christi Village. Singers are needed to
help create a “joyful noise” for the residents. Word
sheets will be available. Please join in sharing your
Christmas spirit with these residents.

2016 Contributions

C

ontributions that appear on the 2016
Contribution Statements will be accepted until
January 2. (Checks must have a 2016 date in
order to be counted on this year’s statements.) All
contributions after that time will appear on the 2017
Contribution Statements.

Embroiders Needed

E

mbroiders are needed to apply a symbol and
church name on the baptismal garments. If you
have an embroidery machine and are willing to
be a part of this parish ministry, please contact Pat
Bidwell (556-1779) for more information.

F

or the past couple of years, the Knights of
Columbus and Thomas More Ladies have
provided books for Christmas or Easter. This
year, these groups are providing a year of access to a
website called Formed. Formed has DVDs, books,
and other materials that will be available to anyone
who wishes to take advantage of this opportunity.
Watch for information on how to access Formed on our
website, in the January InforMore, and at Christmas
Masses!

Missals & Materials

S

t. Joseph’s Missals for 2017 are available for
purchase from the parish office. Missals are $2
each—first come, first serve. Stop by the parish
office to get yours. Advent materials for all ages will be
available in the Gathering Area. Included with the
Advent materials are complimentary copies of The
Word Among Us. Advent wreaths ($6) and candles
($4) are available in the parish office.

The Word Among Us

T

he Word Among Us is a wonderful resource of
daily readings, prayers, and reflections.
Complimentary copies are available during
Advent and Lent in the Gathering Area. During the
other months of the year, a limited number will now be
available in the Gathering Area (first-come, first-serve).
We encourage those that can to get a subscription.
Digital subscriptions are available for Kindles, iPads,
and iPhones for $1.99 a month. Print subscriptions are
available for $33.20 per year.

In Our Community
New Year’s Eve Party

W

hat better way to bring in 2017 than to share
New Year’s Eve with your Catholic community
family! On December 31, come to the
Manhattan Catholic Schools Gym and dance in the

new year with a DJ from 9:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m. Invite
your friends to join you! Soft drinks and light
refreshments will be provided. Tickets are $15 a
person and may be purchased at the Seven Dolors
Parish Office. For more information, please contact
Rosie Rundell (565-5000).

Mercy Chapel Masses

O

n October 12, Bishop Weisenburger blessed the
new chapel, named Mercy Chapel, at Via
Christi Hospital. The name of the chapel was a
way to encompass Via Christi Hospital’s past, present,
and future. When Memorial Hospital and Saint Mary
Hospital joined to become Mercy Regional Health
Center in 1996, two distinct histories of care combined
to become one community led hospital. Creation of a
worthy chapel was part of the $15.5 million
construction project. The chapel is a sanctuary for
hospital patients, family members, and associates of all
faith traditions. At the same time, it is a Catholic
chapel. As a way to assist family members of patients,
hospital personnel, and the wider Catholic community,
Catholic Mass will be celebrated the first and third
Friday of each month at 12:00 p.m. The community is
welcome to participate.

Thrive

T

hrive is a program that helps people rise above
poverty through education and mentoring.
Sessions are held at the First United Methodist
Church on Tuesdays with a meal starting at 5:45 p.m.
Sessions include relationship building, getting ahead,
and topical conversations such as finance and health.
Starting January 3, a poverty simulation will be held at
the Manhattan Public Library. Contact Jaime Morris
Hardemann
for
more
information
(jayme@thriveflinthills.com). Many thanks to the St.
Thomas More Education Commission for providing the
monthly meal in November. The food was wonderful
and much appreciated.

Mayor’s Christmas
Food & Fund Drive

T

he Mayor’s Christmas Food and Fund Drive is a
community wide fundraiser that brings Manhattan
together to help families in need. Hunger exists
year round; however, the need for food assistance is
intense in November and December because of the
demand for additional necessities. This drive was able
to help the Flint Hills Breadbasket provide over 22,000
individuals with food and other assistance last year.
The Flint Hills Breadbasket receives no federal, state,
county, or city funding. All contributions are tax
deductible. Donations of food are needed to stock the

shelves at the Breadbasket to fill holiday food baskets
and ensure that struggling families will have enough to
get through the challenging winter months. Cash
donations allow the Breadbasket to purchase
perishable food items all year round. Checks can be
made payable to the “Mayor’s Christmas Fund” and
can be mailed to: Flint Hills Breadbasket; 905 Yuma;
Manhattan, KS 66502. Volunteers are also welcomed!
Contact the Breadbasket to find out how you can make
a difference (537-0730). The Mayor’s Christmas Spirit
of the Holidays Lighted Parade and Tree Lighting
Ceremony will be held on Friday, December 2, at 5:30 p.m.

St. Joseph
Eucharistic Adoration Chapel
(731 Pierre)

W

e have received many blessings from the
chapel and appreciate all the adorers, as well
as the many adorers who sub for an hour
periodically.
We have
adorers from both parishes
and the student center and
realize that everyone is very
much
blessed
when
spending an hour before the
Lord at the chapel. Watch
the bulletin for hours
needed
and
contact
information.
When what to their wondering
hearts did appear,

Christ Jesus saying,
“Fear not, I am here!”
Over preparations and details,
our worries ceased
For the gift of the season
brings everyone peace.

In Our Diocese

Cursillo

C

ursillo in Christianity is an encounter with self,
Christ, and others. It is a method to develop,
live, and share spirituality in any area of human
life where Christians want to dedicate their lives to
God. If you are interested in a means of personal
growth in living what is fundamental for being a
Christian, and encouraging one another in proclaiming
the best news of the best reality that God in Christ
loves us, please prayerfully consider attending. The
next men’s weekend will be March 16-19 and the next
women’s weekend will be July 27-30. Both of these
will be held at the Spiritual Life Center in Victoria. For
more information, please contact Patricia Dusin (785302-1220; patriciad@ruraltel.net).

ABUSE OF MINORS PASTORAL
RESPONSE HOTLINE

F

785-825-0865

or the safety and the healing of children, the
Salina Diocese provides an Abuse of Minors
Pastoral Hotline. Calls to this number will be
answered by the Diocesan Victim Assistance
Coordinator who will offer to meet with the caller in
person if the caller so desires. Calls are confidential
with the following exceptions: 1) Any allegation of
sexual abuse concerning those who currently are
minors must be reported to the Kansas Social and
Rehabilitation Services (1-800-922-5330) as required
by Kansas State Law and diocesan policy and 2) Any
allegations of sexual misconduct must be shared with
the proper diocesan authorities.

ITV & Pastoral Ministry Formation
Spring 2017 Sessions
To register for any of the following sessions, please contact
Colleen Stein (620-227-1538; cstein@dcdiocese.org).

T

heology of the Church: A study of the nature of
the church as it has been understood through the
centuries. The course begins with the New
Testament, progresses through the Fathers of the
Church, examines the ecclesiology of Vatican II and
concludes with a study of post-Vatican II. Sessions are
held Saturdays from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on
January 21, 28, February 4, 11, 18, 25, March 4, 18,
25. Presenter: Trish Keller

M

usic and Liturgy: The class focuses on basic
precepts of celebrating the Eucharistic Liturgy
within the parish including principles for
liturgical preparation and music selection. Attention is
given to the Liturgical Documents that guide liturgical
ministries, preparation that invites participation of
assembly/congregation, and spirituality for liturgical
musicians and ministers.
Sessions are held
Wednesdays from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on January 25,
February 1, 8, 15 Presenter: TBA

All Creation Is Singing God’s Praise
An inadequate presentation of Christian anthropology
gave rise to a wrong understanding of the relationship
between human beings and the world. Often, what was
handed on was a Promethean vision of mastery over the
world, which gave the impression that the protection of
nature was something that only the faint-hearted cared
about. Instead, our “dominion” over the universe should
be understood more properly in the sense of responsible
stewardship. (Laudato Si’ of the Holy Father Francis)
How I Can Help…
The World Wildlife Fund and the Zoological Society of
London’s annual Living Planet Report for 2016 states

that the populations of Earth’s wild
mammals, birds, amphibians, fish, and
reptiles declined by 58% between 1970
and 2012. Activities such as deforestation, poaching, and
human-induced climate change are in large part to blame
for the decline. If the trend continues, then by 2020 the
world will have lost two-thirds of its vertebrate
biodiversity. “There is no sign yet that this rate will
decrease,” the report says. “Across land, freshwater, and
the oceans, human activities are forcing species
populations and natural systems to the edge,” says
Marco Lambertini, director-general of WWF International.
The main threat facing declining populations is habitat

loss—caused by logging, agriculture, and the disruption
of freshwater systems such as rivers. Freshwater
populations, which declined by 81%, are increasingly
thought to be faring worse than those living in terrestrial
regions. We can make a difference by 1)defending the
Endangered Species Act which provides an essential
legal safety net to prevent the loss of plant and animal
species to extinction; 2)advocating for increased funding

for private landowner incentives and other conservation
programs that benefit endangered species; 3)protecting
and restoring habitats on which endangered species and
other wildlife depend for their survival; and 4)supporting
organizations such as WWF, Nature Conservancy,
Oceana, and the Audubon Society.

General Notes
 Mass Intentions may be obtained for loved ones, living and
deceased, through the parish office with a donation of $10
per intention. You may “special request” a specific date or
time, but these are limited due to the size of our parish and
the many requests we receive. This allows space for
immediate needs and other requests to also be fulfilled.
 Bulletin Boards—If you would like to place something on
one of the church bulletin boards, please contact the parish
office to see which bulletin board is appropriate for your
display.
 Answering Machine for the parish office does not pick up
until the sixth ring. We want to hear from you so please be
patient.
 Recycling—Containers are by the dumpster for recycling
glass, tin cans, aluminum cans, cardboard, and plastic (water
bottles and plastics with a 1 or 2 in the triangle on the bottom
only). Aluminum can recycling bins are also located next to
the soda machines. These recycling bins are for parish
functions only (not for individual use).
 Funeral Dishes—If you recently furnished food for a funeral,
you may pick up your dishes above the coat rack in the
Gathering Area. Unclaimed dishes will be assimilated into
the kitchen or put in the K of C Garage Sale.
 Spiritual Direction is available. Contact the parish office to
schedule an appointment.
 Prayer Chain—If you have a request for the prayer chain,
please contact Kathryn Talbot (kwesolowsky@yahoo.com) or
the parish office.
 Two Personal PA Receivers are owned by STM to assist
those who have difficulty in hearing those fantastic homilies
given by the priests of the parish! If you would like to try it
out, let one of the ushers know. It is also possible to














purchase a unit for your own exclusive use. Please call the
parish office if you are interested in purchasing one.
Health Aids provided by the Care Committee are available
to check out at the parish office. These include, but are not
limited to, crutches, walkers, wheelchairs, and bathchairs.
Building Usage—The Parish Commons is available for a fee
for multiple events such as wedding receptions, family
reunions, and anniversaries. Visit the parish website for a
complete listing of welcomed activities. To get more
information or to schedule your event, please contact
Amanda in the parish office.
Notice of Cancellations due to weather will be announced
on KMAN, KSNT, KTKA, and WIBW; it will also be called into
the schools if it involves Religious Education. If in doubt, you
may also check the parish website or contact the parish
office.
Catholic Charities of Manhattan provides counseling,
adoption, crisis pregnancy, immigration, and natural family
planning services. They can be contacted at 785-323-0644;
www.ccnks.org.
Mass in Spanish is held at 12:00 p.m. every Sunday at
Seven Dolors.
Christian Book & Gifts in Manhattan has a great Catholic
section! If you are looking for Catholic materials, resources,
and gifts, please check them out (1437 Anderson Ave;
537-0310).
Education Kiosk CDs—Check out the educational CDs in
the Lighthouse Catholic Media Kiosk in the Gathering Area!
These are a great way to fan the flames of your faith while on
the go!

What’s Up—December!
Dec 2

First Friday

5:00-11:00 p.m. in DMC

Dec 4
Dec 5

Children’s Christmas Choir 9:35 a.m. in Choir Rm
Rehearsals Begin
Baptism Class
7:00 p.m. in Room B

Dec 6
Dec 9

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
Drop off Cookie Donations

7:00 a.m. at Early Edition
9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Dec 10

Cookie Carousel

9:00-11:30 a.m. in Utopia

Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament
Contact Kelley Smith for
more information.
Contact the parish office to
register
Parish Commons (enter on
the North side)

Dec 11

Coffee & Donuts

After morning Masses in
Utopia
5:45 p.m. – Stoneybrook
6:15 p.m. – Homestead
7:00 p.m. – Via Christi Village
4:30 a.m. in Utopia
After morning Mass in Utopia
After Masses in DMC
3:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m. in Room B
7:00 p.m.
7:00-8:00 p.m.
11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
1:45-7:45 p.m. in Room A

Dec 15

Caroling w/ the Bells

Dec 17
Dec 18
Dec 17/18
Dec 18
Dec 19
Dec 19
Dec 21
Dec 22
Dec 22

Prairie Land Food Dist
K of C Breakfast
Blood Pressure Clinics
Communal Penance Service
Craft Group
Communal Penance Service
Individual Confessions
Individual Confessions
Blood Drive

Dec 24
Dec 25
Dec 26
Dec 31
Jan 1
Jan 2
T, Th, F
Tuesdays

Christmas Eve Masses
Christmas Day Mass
NO MASS & Office Closed
New Year’s Eve Mass
New Year’s Day Masses
NO MASS & Office Closed
“Walking Utopia”
Thom’s Moms

4:00 p.m., 6:30 p.m., 11:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.

Weds
Thursdays
Fridays
Sundays

Prayer Group
Card Group
Tuesday Basketball
Adult Choir
Bell Choir
Book Study Group
Children’s Liturgy

6:00 p.m. in DMC
7:00 p.m. in Tower
7:00 p.m. in Utopia
7:00 p.m. in Choir Rm
7:00 p.m. in Choir Rm
8:00 a.m. in Ninemire Rm
During 10:30 Mass

Hosted by Youth Ministry
Library Open!

Library Open!
St. Thomas More
Seven Dolors
St. Thomas More
St. Thomas More
By appointment only
Sign-up in Gathering Area

4:30 p.m.
8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 5:30 p.m.
7:00-9:00 a.m.
9:15 a.m.

Canceled 12/8-9
12/6 & 12/20 Bible Study
Other Tuesdays – Playdate

Canceled 12/28
Canceled 12/29
Canceled 12/25 & 1/1

January Newsletter
Family Faith Formation Night--Jan 11
LOTW Retreat--Jan 27-29
First Reconciliation--Feb 4
Souper Bowl Collection--Feb 4/5

december 26

:

Contact Information

Ministries & Organizations

Parish Office ..........................................................................776-5151
http://stmmanhattan.com
stm@stmmanhattan.com
Manhattan Catholic Schools ..................................................565-5050

Knights of Columbus...............................Dick Wertzberger (341-4584)
Thomas More Ladies .............................Patricia Cassinelli (341-1451)
Thom’s Moms.............................................Sarah Bradford (477-1603)
............................................................Allison Furasek (402-560-8753)
Parish Council ...................................................................Tim Hegarty
Finance Council ..................................................................Paul Oehm
Liturgy Commission ..........................................................Kelley Smith
Education Commission................................................Christine Benne
Evangelization Commission .........................................Sarah Bradford
Parish Life Committee....................................................Rod McMullen
Family Life Committee .............................................Ray & Cathy Aslin
Grounds Committee ..................................Brian Baumann (410-0752)
Social Concerns Committee...............................................Harry Watts
Third Age.........................................................Kathy Ellner (231-7226)
......................................................................Elaine Brown (537-8413)
Care Committee ....................................Dcn Buzz Harris / Judy Salem
Card Group..................................................Velma Osborn (410-4059)
.............................................................Marvin & Deb Roth (539-4224)
Prayer Group...................Dennis & Vicky Hammerschmidt (539-0525)
Craft Group...................................................Margie Young (539-2063)
RCIA ..................................Larry Brockson (539-6497) / Wayne Talbot
Library Committee .....................Vicky Hammerschmidt / Pat Gaschler

Parish Staff
Pastor.......................................................................Rev. Frank Coady
Assoc. Pastor (Retired) .............................................Rev. Loren Werth
Deacons..................................................Larry Erpelding / Buzz Harris
Pastoral Associate/Deacon .............................................Wayne Talbot
Music Liturgist ...................................................................Kelley Smith
Bell Choir Director ..........................................................Pat Bidwell
Youth Minister ......................................................................Rick Smith
Rel Ed Coordinator (K-6)..................................................Sherry Watts
Pre-School Coordinators...................Rebecca Burton / Tammy Wildes
Nursery Coordinator...................................................Linda Duckworth
Receptionist/Rel Ed Secretary ....................................Alysia Baumann
Secretary/Bookkeeper..............................................Amanda Larrabee
Director of Maintenance...................................................Jeff Larrabee
Maintenance..........................................................Dennis Gaschler
Maintenance.............................Marlon Kinney / Konnor Thompson

Merry Christmas
from the STM Pastoral Team
(And their buggy dramatists)

Sunday Brunch
Homestyle Breakfast
& Lunch Buffet
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

To
Advertise
Here...

Show Bulletin on Sundays

10% off Golf & Pro Shop /
15% off Food Purchase

785.776.6475 www.colberthills.com
YORGENSEN-MELOAN-LONDEEN
FUNERAL HOME
Locally Owned Since 1925

“Dedicated to providing Dignified,
Thoughtful, and Friendly Service”

(785) 539-7481
www.ymlfuneralhome.com

1616 Poyntz Ave, Manhattan, Kansas 66502

Thanks for Supporting Our Sponsors!

Contact
Amanda
776-5151

Our Sponsors 2016-2017
Bob’s
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

FLINT HILLS
FENCE CO.
WOOD

VINYL

STEEL

ALUMINUM

Randall & Victor Steiner

Manhattan, Kansas

Plumbing Div.
539-4155

(785) 477-8262
flinthillsfence@gmail.com

Heating Div.
776-5082

!
!
!
!

BrinkerTreeCare,Inc.
Joel S. Brinker
539-6143

Commercial
Residential
Custom Projects
Remodeling

210 Southwind Pl

www.dandrconst.com
785-776-1087

“PRAISE BE TO GOD”

Flint Hills Area Builder Assn Member

Parishioner

DONNERT
PHOTOGRAPHY

Lisa Sedlacek
Realtor , ABR, SRES

(785)313-4319
Realty Executives
Weis Real Estates

Buying? Selling?
I would be honored to help!

Gail M. Urban
Financial Advisor
335 S Seth Child Road

Families Children Weddings
High School Seniors

539-5589

(785) 539-6032
www.DonnertPhotography.com

Dan Donnert

THERESE & KELLY ADAMS

J. Dennis Dlabal, DDS
Britt C. Feltner, DDS
Jill Dlabal Ellner, DDS
Dana Ryan Smith, DDS

Office - 776-1100 1640 Charles Place - Suite 101
Therese - 565-8761
537-8484
Kelly - 565-8760 www.thedentalhealthgroup.com

New Patients Welcome

Lorraine Malone-Willich
Interior Designer
2613 Anderson Ave
Manhattan, KS 66502

Lorraine@mcimanhattan.com

Victor, Vic, & Todd Olson

V & V Electric Company, Inc.
Residential & Commercial
629 Pecan Circle
Manhattan, KS 66502

(785) 539-1975
Fax: (785) 539-0209

vandvinc@sbcglobal.net

Manhattan
Realty Services
Duane McKinney
John C. White, Jr.
Paul Aslin
785-776-1010
manreal@kansas.net

Gastro-Intestinal
Classical Horsemanship
Jane O’Boyle
Consultants of Manhattan
7295 W 59th Ave
W. Travis Dierenfeldt, M.D.
Robert J. Starnes, P.A.-C

785-539-0156
Board Certified in Gastroenterology

www.sorell-iversen.com

Private Instruction for all ages!

425 Poyntz
776-7821

Life Insurance Long Term Care Annuities
IRAs Estate Planning Disability Income
Knights of Columbus

INSURANCE

Wade Greif,

Field Agent
(785) 539-1167
wade.greif@KofC.org
“Life Planning is my Business”

Candlewood Health
Mart Pharmacy

Family Center Budget Shop

Free Delivery
Medical Equipment
Home Oxygen/CPAP

565-5010
730 Colorado

Great Bargains!
Hours:
Tuesday-Friday 12:00-3:00 p.m.
Saturday 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Donations Welcome!

Manhattan Catholic
Schools
630 Poyntz Ave
776-7568

Quality Diamonds

Manhattan, KS 66503
785-539-3910 jayhwkr@aol.com

YOUR SHIELD FOR LIFE

“Specialists in the prevention and
early detection of colorectal cancer”

539-9599
www.schultzconst.com

Scott D. Iversen, D.C., CSCS
Sean Sorell, D.C., FIACA

3100 Anderson
537-0357

P: 785-539-5941
C: 785-218-9585

Providing Catholic
Education since 1906.

Ronald G. Riley, R.Ph
James Laws, R.Ph
Bob Riley, R.Ph

Pre-K through 8th Grade

Candlewood Shopping Center

306 S. Juliette
565-5050

3254 Kimball Avenue
776-4100

Please Support Our Sponsors!

